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14.021 Uniform Local Sales and Use Tax. 
 (a) NAME. This section shall be known as the San Bernardino County Uniform Local Sales and Use Tax 
Code. 
 (b) PURPOSE. The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Bernardino hereby declares that this section 
is adopted to achieve the following, among other purposes, and directs that the provisions hereof be interpreted in 
order to accomplish those purposes: 
  (1) To adopt a sales and use tax ordinance which complies with the requirements and limitations 
contained in Part 1.5 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code of the State of California; 
  (2) To adopt a sales and use tax ordinance which incorporates provisions identical to those of the 
Sales and Use Tax Law of the State of California insofar as those provisions are not inconsistent with the 
requirements and limitations contained in Part 1.5 of Division 2 of the said Revenue and Taxation Code; 
  (3) To adopt a sales and use tax ordinance which imposes a one and one-quarter percent (1¼%) tax 
and provides a measure therefor that can be administered and collected by the State Board of Equalization in a 
manner which adapts itself as fully as practicable to, and requires the least possible deviation from, the existing 
statutory and administrative procedures followed by the State Board of Equalization in administering and collecting 
the California State Sales and Use Taxes; 
  (4) To adopt a sales and use tax ordinance which can be administered in a manner that will, to the 
degree possible consistent with the provisions of Part 1.5 of Division 2 of the said Revenue and Taxation Code, 
minimize the cost of collecting County sales and use taxes and at the same time, minimize the burden of record-
keeping upon persons subject to taxation under the provisions of this section. 
 (c) EFFECTIVE DATE. This section shall become operative on July 1, 1956, and prior thereto this County 
shall contract with the State Board of Equalization to perform all functions incident to the administration and operation 
of this Uniform Local Sales and Use Tax Code. 
 (d) SALES TAX RATE. 
  (1) For the privilege of selling tangible personal property at retail, a tax is hereby imposed upon all 
retailers in the County at the rate of one percent (1%) of the gross receipts of the retailer from the sale of all tangible 
personal property sold at retail in the County of San Bernardino on and after July 1, 1956, to and including June 30, 
1972, and at the rate of one and one-quarter percent (1/4%) thereafter. 
  (2) For the purposes of this section, all retail sales are consummated at the place of business of the 
retailer unless the tangible personal property sold is delivered by the retailer or his agent to an out-of-state destination 
or to a common carrier for delivery to an out-of-state destination. Delivery charges shall be included in the gross 
receipts by which the tax is measured, regardless of the place to which delivery is made, when such charges are 
included in the measure of the sales or use tax imposed by the State of California. In the event a retailer has no 
permanent place of business in the State or has more than one place of business, the place or places at which the 
retail sales are consummated shall be determined under rules and regulations to be prescribed and adopted by the 
State Board of Equalization. 
  (3) Except as hereinafter provided, and except insofar as they are inconsistent with the provisions of 
Part 1.5 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code of the State of California, all of the provisions of Part I of 
Division 2 of said Code, as amended and in force and effect on July 1, 1956, applicable to sales taxes are hereby 
adopted and made a part of this section as though fully set forth herein. 
  (4) Wherever and to the extent that, in Part I of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code the State 
of California is named or referred to as the taxing agency, the County of San Bernardino shall be substituted therefor. 
Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to require the substitution of the name of the County of San Bernardino 
for the word "State" when that word is used as part of the title of the State Controller, State Treasurer, the State 
Board of Control, the State Board of Equalization, or the name of the State Treasury, or of the Constitution of the 
State of California; nor shall the name of the County be substituted for that of the State in any section when the result 
of that substitution would require action to be taken by or against the County or any agency thereof, rather than by or 
against the State Board of Equalization, in performing the functions incident to the administration or operation of this 
section; and neither shall the substitution be deemed to have been made in those sections, including but not 
necessarily limited to, sections referring to the exterior boundaries of the State of California, where the result of the 
substitution would be to provide an exemption from this tax with respect to certain gross receipts which would not 



 

 

otherwise be exempt from this tax while those gross receipts remain subject to tax by the State under the provisions 
of Part 1 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code; nor to impose this tax with respect to certain gross receipts 
which would not be subject to tax by the State under the said provisions of that Code; and, in addition, the name of 
the County shall not be substituted for that of the State in Sections 6701; 6702, except in the last sentence thereof; 
6711; 6715; 6737; 6797; and 6828 of the Revenue and Taxation Code as adopted, and the name of the County shall 
not be substituted for the word "State" in the phrase "retailer engaged in business in this State," in Section 6203 nor 
in the definition of that phrase in Section 6203. 
  (5) If a seller's permit has been issued to a retailer under Section 6067 of the Revenue and Taxation 
Code, an additional seller's permit shall not be required by reason of this section. 
  (6) There shall be excluded from the gross receipts by which the tax is measured: 
   (A)  The amount of any sales or use tax imposed by the State of California upon a retailer or 
consumer. 
   (B) Eighty percent (80%) of the gross receipts from the sale of tangible personal property to 
operators of waterborne vessels, to be used or consumed principally outside of the county in which the sale is made 
and directly and exclusively in the carriage of persons or property in such vessels for commercial purposes. 
   (C) Eighty percent (80%) of the gross receipts from the sale of tangible personal property to 
operators of aircraft, to be used or consumed principally outside the county in which the sale is made and directly and 
exclusively in the use of such aircraft as common carriers of persons or property under the authority of the laws of 
this State, the United States, or any foreign government. 
 (e) EXCISE TAX FOR STORAGE, USE OR OTHER CONSUMPTION.  
  (1) An excise tax is hereby imposed on the storage, use or other consumption in the County of San 
Bernardino of tangible personal property purchased from any retailer on or after July 1, 1956, for storage, use or 
other consumption in the County at the rate of one percent (1%) of the sales price of the property to and including 
June 30, 1972, and at the rate of one and one-quarter percent (1 1/4 %) thereafter. The sales price shall include 
delivery charges when such charges are subject to State sales or use tax regardless of the place to which delivery is 
made. 
  (2) Except as hereinafter provided, and except insofar as they are inconsistent with the provisions of 
Part 1.5 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code of the State of California, all of the provisions of Part I of 
Division 2 of said Code, as amended and in force and effect on July 1, 1956, applicable to use taxes, are hereby 
adopted and made a part of this section as though fully set forth herein. 
  (3) Wherever, and to the extent that, in Part 1 of Division 2 of the said Revenue and Taxation Code the 
State of California is named or referred to as the taxing agency, the name of the County of San Bernardino shall be 
substituted therefor. Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to require the substitution of the name of this County 
for the word "State" when that word is used as part of the title of the State Controller, the State Treasurer, the State 
Board of Control, the State Board of Equalization, or the name of the State Treasury, or of the Constitution of the 
State of California; nor shall the name of the County be substituted for that of the State in any section when the result 
of that substitution would require action to be taken by or against the County or any agency thereof rather than by or 
against the State Board of Equalization, in performing the functions incident to the administration or operation of this 
section; and neither shall the substitution be deemed to have been made in those sections, including but not 
necessarily limited to, sections referring to the exterior boundaries of the State of California where the result of the 
substitution would be to provide an exemption from this tax with respect to certain storage, use or other consumption 
of tangible personal property which would not otherwise be exempt from this tax while such storage, use or other 
consumption remains subject to tax by the State under the provisions of Part I of Division 2 of the said Revenue and 
Taxation Code, or to impose this tax with respect to certain storage, use or other consumption of tangible personal 
property which would not be subject to tax by the State under the said provisions of that Code; and in addition, the 
name of the County shall not be substituted for that of the State in Sections 6701; 6702, except in the last sentence 
thereof; 6711; 6715; 6737, 6797 and 6828 of the said Revenue and Taxation Code as adopted, and the name of the 
County shall not be substituted for the word "State" in the phrase "retailer engaged in business in this State" in 
Section 6203 nor in the definition of that phrase in Section 6203. 
  (4) There shall be exempt from the tax due under this section: 
   (A)  The amount of any sales or use tax imposed by the State of California upon a retailer or 
consumer. 
   (B) The storage, use, or other consumption of tangible personal property, the gross receipts 
from the sale of which have been subject to sales tax under a sales and use tax ordinance enacted in accordance 
with Part 1.5 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code by any city and county, county, or city in this State, 
shall be exempt from the tax due under this section. 
   (C) Provided, however, that the storage, use, or other consumption of tangible personal 
property purchased by operators of waterborne vessels and used or consumed by such operators directly and 
exclusively in the carriage of persons or property in such vessels  for commercial purposes is exempted from eighty 
percent (80%) of the tax. 
   (D) And provided that in addition to the exemptions provided in Sections 6366 and 6366.1 of 
the Revenue and Taxation Code, the storage, use or other consumption of tangible personal property purchased by 



 

 

operators of aircraft and used or consumed by such operators directly and exclusively in the use of such aircraft as 
common carriers of persons or property for hire or compensation under a certificate of public convenience and 
necessity issued pursuant to the laws of this State, the United States, or any foreign government is exempt from 
eighty percent (80%) of the tax. 
 
 (f) RECIPROCAL ORDINANCES; CREDIT FOR COLLECTION. 
  (1) Any person subject to a sales and use tax under this section shall be entitled to credit against the 
payment of taxes due under this section the amount of sales and use tax due any city in this County; provided, that 
the city sales and use tax is levied under an ordinance including provisions substantially conforming to the provisions 
of Subdivisions (1) to (8), inclusive, of Subsection (h) of Section 7202 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and other 
applicable provisions of Part 1.5 of Division 2 of that Code. 
  (2) Any person subject to a sales or use tax or required to collect a use tax under this section shall be 
entitled to credit against the payment of taxes due under this section the amount of sales and use tax due any city in 
this County, provided that the city sales and use tax is levied under an ordinance including provisions substantially 
conforming to the provisions of Subdivisions (1) to (10), inclusive, of Subsection (i) of Section 7202 of the Revenue 
and Taxation Code, and other applicable provisions of Part 1.5 of Division 2 of that Code. 
 (g) EQUITABLE PROCESS PROHIBITED. No injunction or writ of mandate or other legal or equitable 
process shall issue in any suit, action, or proceeding in any court against the State or this County or against any 
officer of the State or this County to prevent or enjoin the collection of any tax or any amount of tax required to be 
collected under this section or under Part 1.5 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 
 (h) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS TO LAW. All amendments of the Revenue and Taxation Code 
enacted subsequent to the effective date of this section, which relate to the sales and use tax and which are not 
inconsistent with Part 1.5 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, shall automatically become part of this 
section. 
 (I) VIOLATION PENALTIES. Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punishable by a fine of not more than five hundred 
dollars ($500) or by imprisonment for a period of not more than six (6) months in the County Jail or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. 
 (j) VALIDITY OF SEPARATE PARTS OF THIS SECTION. If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 
portion of this section, including but not limited to any exemption, is, for any reason held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portion of this section. The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Bernardino hereby declares that it 
would have adopted this section and each subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the 
fact that any one or more subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. 
 (k) PROVISIONS INOPERATIVE. 
  (1) Section 14.021 shall become inoperative on the first day of the first calendar quarter which 
commences more than sixty (60) days following the date upon which any city within the County increases the rate of 
its sales or use tax above the rate in effect on January 1, 1976. 
  (2) Section 14.021 may be made inoperative not less than sixty (60) days, but not earlier than the first 
day of the calendar quarter, following the County's lack of compliance with Article II (commencing with Section 29530) 
of Chapter 2 of Division 3 of Title 3 of the California Government Code. 
 (l) PROVISIONS OPERATIVE. This section shall become operative July 1, 1956. 
 
 Amended Ordinance #2030 (1976) - 14.021(L)(I) inoperative; Amended Ordinance 1854 (1973); Amended 

Ordinance #2818 (1983);  
 
14.022 Uniform Assessment Roll System. 
 (a) AUTHORIZATION TO COMPILE MAPS AND INDEXES. The County Surveyor and the County 
Assessor are hereby authorized to prepare and formulate a system of assessing the lots, blocks and lands in the 
County of San Bernardino, State of California, by a lot number or letter and a block number or letter. They are hereby 
authorized to make and compile a map or maps, indexes and map books from existing maps now used by the 
Assessor or from maps on file in the Recorder's Office, and to renumber the lots, blocks and lands, and to give a lot 
number or lot letter or combined number and letter to each lot or parcel of land as shown on the Assessor's block 
books. 
 (b) AUTHORIZATION TO WRITE ASSESSMENT ROLLS. The Assessor is hereby authorized, 
commencing with the assessment rolls for the fiscal year 1927-1928, to write the real estate assessment rolls 
describing each parcel of land by lot and block number or tract number, as depicted on said map and block book. 
 (c) AUTHORIZATION TO REVISE MAP AND BLOCK BOOKS. The Assessor is hereby authorized to make 
the necessary changes in such map and block books from year to year as may be required to meet conditions 
imposed by the cutting up of present lots or parcels of land or platting of acres or changing of ownership. 



 

 

 (d) CERTIFICATION OF MAP. Each and every map made and adopted, as hereinabove provided, shall be 
certified under the hands of a majority of the members of the Board of Supervisors of said County and the Chairman 
of said Board of Supervisors and the County Clerk and ex officio Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, and the official 
seal shall be placed thereon. Such map, so certified, shall be forthwith filed by the office of the County Recorder of 
said County, and a copy thereof shall be filed in the Office of the Assessor, Tax Collector and Auditor. 
 
14.023 Uniform Transient Occupancy Tax. 
 (a) DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
  ( 1 ) Reference to Ordinance or Statute. Whenever any reference is made to any portion of this, or of 
any other ordinance, or to any statute, such reference shall apply to all amendments and additions thereto now or 
hereafter made. 
  (2) Severance Clause. If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this chapter or any part thereof is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this chapter or any part thereof. The Board of Supervisors hereby declares that it 
would have passed each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or 
phrases be declared unconstitutional. 
  (3) Tenses. The present tense includes the past and future tenses.  
  (4) Genders. Each gender includes the other two genders.  
  (5) Number. The singular number includes the plural and the plural the singular. 
  (6) Definitions. Unless the context otherwise requires , the definitions in this article shall govern the 
construction of this chapter. 
  (7) Article. "Article" means an article of this chapter unless some other chapter or statute is mentioned. 
  (8) Board. "Board" means the Board of Supervisors of tile County of San Bernardino. 
  (9) County. "County" means the County of San Bernardino.  
  (10) Hotel. "Hotel" means any structure in the unincorporated territory of the County, or any portion of 
any such structure, which is occupied or intended or designed for occupancy by transients for dwelling, lodging or 
sleeping purposes, and includes any hotel, inn, tourist home or house, motel, studio hotel, bachelor hotel, lodging 
house, rooming house, apartment house, dormitory, public or private club, mobilehome or house trailer at a fixed 
location, or other similar structure or portion thereof. 
  (11) Occupancy. "Occupancy" means the use or possession, or the right to the use or possession of 
any room or rooms or portion thereof, in any hotel for dwelling, lodging or sleeping purposes. 
  (12) Operator. "Operator" means the person who is proprietor of the hotel, whether in the capacity of 
owner, lessee, sublessee, mortgagee in possession, licensee, or any other capacity. Where the operator performs his 
functions through a managing agent shall also be deemed an operator for the purposes of this chapter and shall have 
the same duties and liabilities as his principal. Compliance with the provisions of this chapter by either the principal or 
the managing agent shall, however, be considered to be compliance by both. 
  (13) Person. "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, social club, 
fraternal organization, joint stock company, corporation, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, trustee, syndicate, or 
any other group of combination acting as a unit. 
  (14) Rent. "Rent" means the consideration charged, whether or not received, for the occupancy of 
space in a hotel valued in money, whether to be received in money, goods labor or otherwise including all receipts, 
cash, credits and property and services of any kind or nature, without any deduction therefrom whatsoever. 
  (15) "Shall" and "May." "Shall" is mandatory and "may" is permissive. 
  (16) Section. "Section" means a section of this chapter. 
  (17) Transient. "Transient" means any person who exercises occupancy or is entitled to occupancy by 
reason of concession, permit, right of access, license or other agreement for a period of thirty (30) consecutive 
calendar days or less, counting portions  of calendar days as full days. Any such person so occupying space in a hotel 
shall be deemed a transient until the period of thirty (30) days has expired unless there is an agreement in writing 
between the operator and the occupant providing for a longer period of occupancy. In determining whether a person 
is a transient, uninterrupted periods of time extending both prior and subsequent to the effective date of this chapter 
may be considered. 
  (18) Tax Collector. "Tax Collector" means the Tax Collector of the County of San Bernardino. 
 (b) IMPOSITION OF TAX. 
  (1) Tax imposed. For the privilege of occupancy in any hotel, each transient is subject to and shall pay 
a tax in the amount of 7% of the rent charged by the operator. 
  (2) Payment by Transient. The transient shall pay the tax to the operator of the hotel at the time the 
rent is paid. If the rent is paid in installments, a proportionate share of the tax shall be paid with each installment. The 
unpaid tax shall be due upon the transient's ceasing to occupy space in the hotel. If, for any reason the tax due is not 
paid to the operator of the hotel, the Tax Collector may require the transient to pay such tax directly to the Tax 
Collector. 
  (3) Exemptions. If a proper claim for exemption is made, a tax shall not be imposed upon (a), (b), (c): 



 

 

   (a) Any person as to whom, or any occupancy as to which, it is beyond the power of the 
County to impose the tax herein provided; 
   (b) Any Federal or State of California officer or employee when on official business; 
   (c) Any officer or employee of a foreign government who is exempt by reason of express 
provision of federal law or intentional treaty. 
   (d) Any occupancy of a hotel which is used exclusively for religious, educational, charitable or 
welfare purposes, such as church lodges, camps and retreats, Boy Scout and Girl Scout grounds, fresh air camps, 
and similar sites, shall be exempt from this tax, and the operators of such hotels are not required to register as 
provided for under Article 3. However, it shall be the duty of the operator of any such hotel to furnish the Tax Collector 
with such information as the Tax Collector deems necessary to establish or retain such exempt status. Transients 
occupying such hotels are not required to furnish individual exemption claims. 
  (4) Claim of Exemption. The Tax Collector shall prepare and furnish to the operators of hotels, who 
have registered as required by Article 3, forms by which transients may claim exemption from the payment of the tax. 
An exemption shall not be granted to any transient except upon a claim therefor made at the time rent is collected 
and under penalty of perjury upon the form supplied by the Tax Collector. 
  (5) Operator's Duties. Each operator shall collect the tax imposed by this section to the same extent 
and at the same time as the rent is collected from every transient. The amount of tax shall be separately stated from 
the amount of the rent charged, and each transient shall receive a receipt for payment from the operator. The 
operator of a hotel shall not advertise or state in any manner, whether directly or indirectly, that the tax or any part 
thereof will be assumed or absorbed by the operator, or that it will not be added to the rent, or that, if added, any part 
will be refunded except in the manner hereinafter provided. 
  (6) Records. Every operator liable for the collection and payment to the County of any tax imposed by 
this article shall keep and preserve, for not less than three (3) years, all records which may be necessary to 
determine the amount of such tax for the collection of, and payment of, to the County may be or may become liable. 
The Tax Collector may inspect these records at any reasonable time. The operator shall make such records available 
at any reasonable time requested by the Tax Collector. 
 (c) REGISTRATION. 
  (1) Operator Must Register. Within thirty (30) days after the effective date of this section, or within thirty 
(30) days after commencing business, whichever is later, each operator of any hotel renting occupancy to transients 
shall register the said hotel with the Tax Collector. Upon such registration, the Tax Collector shall issue to such 
operator a "Transient Occupancy, Registration Certificate." 
  (2) Posting of Certificate. The operator shall post, and at all times keep posted in a conspicuous place 
on the premises of the hotel, the transient occupancy registration certificate. 
  (3) Contents of Certificate. The transient occupancy certificate shall, among other things, state the 
following:  1) the name of the operator; 2) the address of the hotel; 3) the date upon which the certificate was issued;  
  (4) This Transient Occupancy Registration Certificate signifies that the person named on the face 
hereof has fulfilled the requirements of the Uniform Transient Occupancy Tax Ordinance by registering with the Tax 
Collector for the purpose of collecting from transients the Transient Occupancy Tax and remitting said tax to the Tax 
Collector. This certificate does not authorize any person to conduct any unlawful bus iness or to conduct any lawful 
business in an unlawful manner, nor to operate a hotel without strictly complying with all local applicable laws, 
including but not limited to those requiring a permit from any board, commission, department or office of this County. 
This certificate does not constitute a permit. 
 (d) REPORTING AND REMITTING. 
  (1) Operator Must Report. Each operator, on or before the last day of the month following the close of 
the calendar quarter, or at the close of any other reporting period which may be established by the Tax Collector, 
shall make a return to the Tax Collector, on forms provided by him, of the total rents charged and received and the 
amount of tax collected for transient occupancies. 
  (2) Payment of the Tax. At the time the return is filed, the operator shall remit the full amount of the tax 
collected to the Tax Collector. The Tax Collector may establish shorter, longer, or other reporting periods for any 
certificate holder if be deems it necessary or expedient in order to insure collection of the tax. The Tax Collector may 
require further information in the return. Returns and payments are due immediately upon cessation of business for 
any reason. 
  (3) Taxes Held in Trust. Every operator shall hold in trust for the account of the County until payment 
thereof is made to the Tax Collector, all taxes collected by such operator. 
 (e) PENALTIES AND INTEREST. 
  (1) Original Delinquency. Any operator who fails to remit any tax imposed by this section within the 
time required, shall pay a penalty of ten percent (10%) of the amount of the tax in addition to the amount of the tax. 
  (2) Continued Delinquency. Any operator who fails to remit any delinquent remittance on or before a 
period of thirty (30) days following the date on which the remittance first became delinquent, shall pay a second 
delinquency penalty of ten percent (10%) of the amount of the tax in addition to the amount of the tax and the ten 
percent (10%) penalty first imposed. 



 

 

  (3) Fraud. If the Tax Administrator determ ines that the non-payment of any remittance due under this 
section is due to fraud, a penalty of twenty-five percent (25%) of the amount of the tax shall be added thereto in 
addition to the penalties stated in Section 14.023(e)(1) and 14.023(e)(2). 
  (4) Interest. In addition to the penalties imposed, any operator who fails to remit any tax imposed by 
this section shall pay interest at the rate of one-half of one percent (1/2%) per month or fraction thereof on the 
amount of the tax, exclusive of penalties, from the date on which the remittance first became delinquent until paid. 
  (5) Penalties Merged with Tax. Every penalty imposed and such interest as accrues under the 
provisions of this section shall become a part of the tax herein required to be paid. 
  (6) Failure to Collect and Report Tax. Determination of Tax Administrator. If any operator shall fail or 
refuse to collect said tax and to make, within the time provided in this section, any report and remittance of said tax or 
any portion thereof required by this section, the Tax Collector shall proceed in such manner as he may deem best to 
obtain facts and information on which to base his estimate of the tax due. As soon as the Tax Collector shall procure 
such facts and information as he is able to obtain upon which to base the assessment of any tax imposed by this 
section and payable by any operator who has failed or refused to collect the same and to make such report and 
remittance, he shall proceed to determine and assess against such operator the tax, interest and penalties provided 
for by this section. 
  (7) Notice. If the Tax Collector makes a determination pursuant to this article, he shall give a notice of 
the amount so assessed, either by serving such notice personally or by depositing it in the United States mail, 
postage prepaid, addressed to the operator so assessed at his last known place of business. 
  (8) Application for Hearing. Within ten (10) days after the serving upon any operator of such notice, 
such operator may apply in writing to the Tax Collector for a hearing on the amount assessed. If application by the 
operator for a hearing is not made within the time prescribed, the tax, interest and penalties, if any, determined by the 
Tax Collector shall become final and conclusive and immediately due and payable. 
  (9) Hearing by Tax Collector. If such application is made, the Tax Collector shall give not less than five 
(5) days written notice in the manner prescribed herein to the operator to show cause at a time and place fixed in said 
notice why said amount specified therein should not be fixed for such tax, interest and penalties. At such hearing, the 
operator may appear and offer evidence why such specified tax, interest and penalties should not be fixed. After such 
hearing, the Tax Collector shall determine the proper tax to be remitted and shall thereafter give written notice to the 
person in the manner prescribed herein of such determination and the amount of such tax, interest and penalties. The 
amount determined to be due shall be payable after fifteen (15) days unless an appeal is taken as provided in 
Subsection (1). 
 (f) APPEAL. 
  (1) Notice of Appeal. Any operator deeming himself aggrieved by any decision of the Tax Collector 
with respect to the amount of the tax, interest and penalties, if any, may appeal to the Board by filing a notice of 
appeal with the Clerk of the Board within fifteen (15) days of the serving or mailing of the determination of the tax due. 
  (2) Notice of Hearing. Upon the filing of a notice of appeal, the Board shall fix a time and place for 
hearing such appeal and the Clerk of the Board shall give not less than five (5) days notice in writing, either 
personally or by United States mail, postage prepaid, to the last known address of the operator. 
  (3) Appointment of Referee. The Board may appoint a referee to take testimony at any hearing 
provided for in this article, and to report his findings and recommendations to the Board. Neither the Tax Collector nor 
any officer or employee in be office of the Tax Collector may be appointed referee. 
  (4) Compensation of Referee. If the Board appoints a County officer or County employee to act as 
referee, he shall serve as such without any additional compensation. All time spent as a referee shall be considered 
as time spent by such officer or employee in performing the duties of his position. 
  (5) Conduct of hearing. At the time set for the hearing or at the date to which the hearing may be 
continued by the Board or referee, the Board or referee shall hear the appellant and any other competent witnesses 
and decide whether the determination of the Tax Collector was correct or not, and if not, what tax, interest, or 
penalties, if any are due to the County from the appellant. The Board or referee may place any witness, including the 
appellant, under oath. 
  (6) Decision on Appeal. The Board shall determine from the evidence or from the report of the referee, 
what tax, interest, or penalties, if any, are due to the County from the appellant. This decision shall be final and 
conclusive. The Clerk of the Board shall serve a copy of the decision upon the appellant as provided in Section 
14.023(f)(2). Any amount due shall be immediately due and payable upon the service of the said notice. 
 (g) REFUNDS. Whenever the amount of any tax, interest or penalty has been overpaid or paid more than 
once or has been erroneously or illegally collected or received by the County under this section, the operator so 
paying may have such amount applied to subsequent taxes due or it may be refunded as provided in this article if, 
within three (3) years after the date of payment the operator files with the Tax Collector in writing, a claim therefor. In 
such claim the operator shall state, under penalty of perjury, the specific grounds and specific facts upon which the 
claim is founded. The claims shall be on forms furnished by the Tax Collector. 
  (1) Credit to Operator. An operator may take as credit against subsequent taxes, the amount overpaid, 
paid more than once, or erroneously or illegally collected or received when it is established in a manner prescribed by 
the Tax Collector that the person from whom the tax was collected was not a transient and the amount of the tax so 



 

 

collected has either been refunded to the transient or credited to rent subsequently payable by the transient to the 
operator. 
  (2) Refund to Operator. When an operator establishes a right to a credit as provided in this article, and 
also shows to the satisfaction of the Tax Collector either that he no longer is operating a hotel in the unincorporated 
territory of the County or will cease such operation before the credit can be applied, and files a proper claim therefor, 
in lieu of such credit the County shall refund to such operator the amount overpaid, paid more than once or 
erroneously or illegally collected or received. 
  (3) Refund to Guest. A transient or other guest of a hotel may obtain a refund of taxes overpaid or paid 
more than once or erroneously or illegally collected or received by the County by filing a claim in the manner provided 
in Section 14.023(g), if the tax was paid by the transient or other guest directly to the Tax Collector, or if the transient 
or other guest has paid the tax to the operator, and establishes to the satisfaction of the Tax Collector that the 
transient or other guest has been unable to obtain a refund from the operator who collected the tax. 
  (4) Written Records. A refund shall not be paid pursuant to this article unless the claimant establishes 
his right thereto by written records showing that he is entitled thereto. 
 (h) CIVIL ACTIONS. 
  (1) Debt Due From Transient. Any tax required to be paid by any transient under the provisions of this 
section shall be deemed a debt owed by the transient to the County. 
  (2) Debt Due from Operator. Any tax collected from a transient by an operator pursuant to the 
provisions of this section which has not been paid to the County shall be deemed a debt owed by the operator to the 
County. 
  (3) Actions to Collect. The Tax Collector, in the name of the County of San Bernardino, as plaintiff, 
may bring suit for the recovery of this section. 
  (4) Responsibility. Any tax required to be paid by any transient under the provisions of this chapter 
shall be deemed a debt owed by the transient to the County. Any such tax collected by an operator which has not 
been paid to the County shall be deemed a debt owed by the operator to the County. Any person owing money to the 
County under the provisions of this chapter shall be liable to an action brought in the name of the County of San 
Bernardino for the recovery of such amount. 
  (5) Recording Certificate; Lien. If any amount required to be paid to the County under this chapter is 
not paid when due, the Tax Collector may, within three (3) years after the amount is due, file for record in the office of 
the San Bernardino County Recorder a certificate specifying the amount of tax, penalties and interest due, the name 
and address as it appears on the records of the Tax Collector of the operator liable for the same and the fact that the 
Tax Collector has complied with all provisions of this ordinance in the determination of the amount required to be 
paid. From the time of the filing for record, the amount required to be paid together with penalties and interest 
constitutes a lien upon all real property in the County owned by the operator or afterwards and before the lien expires 
acquired by him. The lien has the force, effect and priority of a judgment lien and shall continue for ten (10) years 
from the time of filing of the certificate unless sooner released or otherwise discharged. 
  (6) Priority and Lien of Tax. The amount required to be paid by any operator under this chapter with 
penalties and interest shall be satisfied first in any of the following cases: 
   (A)  Whenever the person is insolvent. 
   (B) Whenever the person makes a voluntary assignment of his assets. 
   (C) Whenever the estate of the person in the hands of executors, administrators or heirs is 
insufficient to pay all debts due from the deceased. 
   (D) Whenever the estate and effects of an absconding, concealed or absent person required 
to pay any amount under this ordinance are levied upon by process of law. This ordinance does not give the County a 
preference over any recorded lien which attached prior to the date when the amounts required to be paid became a 
lien. 
   The preference given to the County by this section shall be subordinate to the preference given to 
claims for personal services by Sections 1204 and 1206 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
  (7) Seizure and Sale. At any time within three (3) years after any operator is delinquent in the payment 
of any amount, the Tax Collector may forthwith collect the amount in the following manner: 
   The Tax Collector shall seize any property, real or personal, of the operator and sell the property, 
or a sufficient part of it, at public auction to pay the amount due together with any penalties and interest imposed for 
the delinquency and any costs incurred on account of the seizure and sale. Any seizure made to collect occupancy 
taxes due shall be only of property of the operator not exempt from execution under the provisions of the Code of 
Civil Procedure. 
  (8) Successor's Liability -- Withholding by Purchaser. If any operator liable for any amount under this 
chapter sells out his business or quits the business, his successor or assignee shall withhold sufficient of the 
purchase price to cover such amount until the former owner produces a receipt from the Tax Collector showing that it 
has been paid or a certificate stating that no amount is due. 
  (9) Liability of Purchaser; Release. If the purchaser of a hotel fails to withhold from the purchase price 
as required, he shall become personally liable for the payment of the amount required to be withheld by him to the 
extent of the purchase price, valued in money. Within thirty (30) days after receiving a written request from the 



 

 

purchaser for a certificate, or within thirty (30) days from the date the former owner's records are made available for 
audit, whichever period expires the later, but in any event not later than sixty (60) days after receiving the request, the 
Tax Collector shall either issue the certificate or mail notice to purchaser at his address as it appears on the records 
of the Tax Collector of the amount that must be paid as a condition of issuing the Certificate. Failure of the Tax 
Collector to mail the notice will release the purchaser from any further obligation to withhold from the purchase price 
as above provided. The time within which the obligation of the successor may be enforced shall start to run at the 
time the operator sells his business or at the time that the determination against the operator becomes final, 
whichever event occurs the later. 
 (I) VIOLATIONS. 
  (1) Misdemeanor. Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who: 
   (A)  Fails or refuses to register as required by this section.  
   (B) Fails or refuses to furnish any return required to be made, or fails or refuses to furnish a 
supplemental return or other data required by the Tax Collector. 
   (C) Renders a false or fraudulent return. 
   (D) If required by this section to make, render, sign or verify any report or claim, makes any 
false or fraudulent report or claim with intent to defeat or evade the determination of any amount due. 
   (E) Collects the tax due pursuant to this section from any transient and fails to pay the same 
to the County. 
   (F) Violates in any way any other provision of this section.  
  (2) Punishment. Violation of any provisions of this section is punishable by a fine of not more than five 
hundred dollars ($500) or by imprisonment in the County Jail for not more than six (6) months or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. 
 
 Amended Ordinance #1994 (1975) - (i) deleted; Amended Ordinance #2155 (1977) - (b)(i); Amended Ordinance 

#2703 (1982) - (b)(i); Amended Ordinance #2777 (1983) - (h); Amended Ordinance 3522 (1992) – (b)(1); 
Amended Ordinance 3861 (2002) – (b)(1) 

 
14.024 Assessment Appeals Boards. 
 (a) ESTABLISHMENT. The County of San Bernardino shall have two (2) County As sessment Appeals 
Boards. These shall be designated as Assessment Appeals Board A, and Assessment Appeals Board B. Boards A 
and B shall be the same boards A and B previously established, but with increased  membership as provided herein. 
Previous Assessment Appeals Board C was discontinued and ceased to function on September 5, 1988, but shall 
continue to function after that date until matters pending before it have been disposed of. The purpose of the 
Assessment Appeals Boards is to sit as Boards of Equalization to review property assessments. 
 (b) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. The San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors shall directly 
appoint the members and alternates of the assessment appeals boards, and each such appointment shall be by 
majority vote of the Board. Each supervisor shall nominate an appointee for each appeals board. 
 (c) The assessment appeals boards of the County shall each consist of five (5) members. One alternate 
member may be appointed for each board, to sit when a regular member is temporarily unable to act. Each appeals 
board shall only act as a three-member panel designated from time to time by the Clerk of the Assessment Appeals 
Board, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors. 
 (d) TERM OF MEMBERSHIP. The term of office of assessment appeals board members shall be three (3) 
years commencing on the first Monday in September except that upon the original selection of these members 
pursuant to this ordinance, the members shall be assigned terms in such a manner that the terms of no more than 
two (2) members shall expire in any one (1) year. Existing terms for members of Assessment Appeals Boards A and 
B which expire on a date other than the first Monday in September are hereby extended to the first Monday in 
September following the stated term expiration date, and the incumbents are hereby appointed to serve until the 
expiration of their term as herein extended, 
 (e) The Assessment Appeals Boards, in cooperation with the Clerk of the Assessment Appeals Boards, the 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, shall adopt such rules and procedures as may be necessary for the orderly 
conduct and scheduling of appeals before the Assessment Appeals Boards. 
 
 Amended Ordinance #2369 (1979); Amended Ordinance #3225 (1988); Amended Ordinance #3264 (1988);  
 
14.025 Assessment or Reassessment of Damaged or Destroyed Properly in Disaster Areas. 
 (a) Pursuant to the provisions of California Revenue and Taxation Code Section 155.1, effective August 5, 
1970, the provisions of Section 155.1 which are incorporated by reference herein and made a part hereof are 
adopted as a County Ordinance. 
 (b) Applications for relief, in order to be considered valid, must be received by the San Bernardino County 
Assessor, Hall of Records, San Bernardino, California 92415 by 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the third month after the 
month in which the damage to the applicant's property occurred. Applications submitted by mail must be deposited in 
the United States mail in a sealed envelope, properly addressed with postage prepaid, on or before the last day for 



 

 

receipt as determined above, and such applications shall be deemed received on the date shown by the Post Office 
cancellation mark stamped upon the envelope containing the application or on the date it was mailed, if proof 
satisfactory to the Assessor establishes that the mailing occurred at any earlier date. The Assessor is not required to 
accept such an application if it is received more than thirty (30) after the date and time for filing as provided in this 
section. 
 (c) Application forms for filing for relief under this section must be obtained from the San Bernardino 
County Assessor's office and all questions must be answered or the Assessor may deny the application. 
 


